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Well, we come to the end of a spectacular week of youth sailing.  Everyone involved worked hard to make this sail-fest an outstanding success.  Even Mother Nature gave us full co-operation, with clear skies, great on-shore southerlies, averaging some 20-knots and reasonably moderate seas, though there were some tricky tides.  The boys and girls handled everything with considerable aplomb – even the heat,  to which those from the Northern  climes were not accustomed.
Where to start the thank-yous?  The sponsors, of course, must take priority. Without them there would simply be no event.  Major sponsor, the Minor Food Group, the Ocean Marina Yacht Club (Bill Gasson/Raymond Waldron) and a long list of other Gold, Silver and Bronze sponsors, named in earlier editions of “Laser Lites”, as well as the local press (Bangkok Post, Pattaya Mail etc.).
Of course, the driving force behind the Worlds, has been Al Chandler and many of his family members who have contributed so much- particularly wife Sue and daughter Nima, the latter playing a strong role in producing great regatta publications , such as brochures and maps and as “beach master” – a tough job at any time.
Al’s contributions went as far as organizing the office, with such obliging persons as Khun Mona and Khun Pan – dedicated, hard working and ALWAYS smiling!
Members of the Race Committee, both off and on-shore, with Principal Race Officer, Jeff Martin, who is also Executive Secretary of the International Laser Class Association and Bryan Willis, Head of the International Jury who had some “black flaggings” to deal with.
From my own perspective, Gareth Owen for his oversight of safety and plugging holes in race management, Chris Dando was invaluable, producing accurate, accessible race results -also with a ready smile, and  Neil Dunkley who has spent months preparing for the two Laser events here. All three fine Laser Grand Masters!
Sincere gratitude to Duncan Miller, the Manager of the Royal Varuna Yacht Club and his staff who coped remarkably well with the large influx of visitors, sometimes preparing upwards of 200 meals at a “sitting”.  No one went hungry – or thirsty.  The Varuna bar staff ensured a steady flow of water, cool drinks and, need I add, BEER.
As a former Commodore and life-member of the Royal Varuna Yacht Club, I am very proud of the way our manager and staff coped.   I feel sure, all the young sailors, their parents and supporters, will return to their own ‘corners of the globe’ will carry with them good feelings about our club, our staff and our facilities.
In a championship remarkably free of invective, one little lady sailor stands out, for her extreme politeness.  15-year-old Aussie girl, Melissa Hitchen-Haw, finishing at about the half-way mark of the under 16 mixed group, kept thanking EVERYONE – no matter where she finished.
Finally, a tribute to the Royal Thai Navy and the Yacht Racing Association of Thailand whose selfless dedication to such events, continually promotes Thailand and Pattaya as first-class venues for yacht racing and marine sports.
I hope you have enjoyed my humble contributions through these pages, in spite of a few inadvertent Errors (“7.4” championship”, being  just one).
Safe journeys home.
Peter Cummins
Editor
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