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As usual, I start with a resume of the daily ”Bangkok Post” story.  If the sequence seems a little awry, that is because IT IS.  But, all will be adjusted tomorrow.

QUOTE:

                             WORLD LASER YOUTH CH’SHIP: FRANCE, MALAYSIA CHALLENGE

                                                        By Peter Cummins                              

It looked like a different event at the end of the 4th day of racing of the ongoing World Laser 4.7 World Championship, being raced off the host Royal Varuna Yacht Club in South Pattaya.

As the “Wind Guru” had predicted, the on-shore southerlies blew hard and the erstwhile leaders in the three divisions, lost their hard-won pride of place, or struggled hard to stay in contention. In the Under-18 age group, erstwhile leader Thailand’s Pongwichean Supakorn, (29), ceded top place to France’s Etienne Le Pen (28), with Jolbert Van Dijk from the Netherlands, third on 31 points.  Thence followed, Puerto Rican sailor Juan Carlos Perdomo , Germany’s Maximilian Stein, Turkey’s Halil Demirel, Slovenia’s Enej Kocjancic and Greece’s Harris Mavrogeorgis, fourth to 10th, respectively.

These placings represented an incredible 10 countries in the first 10 boys under 18 category.  A somewhat rare occurrence in a world championship.

In the girls under 18, Malaysian Amira Hamid Nur (28), dislodged Aussie Ashlie Lane (34), at the top, followed by another Aussie girl, Caitlin Elks (35), one point ahead of Israeli Jacob Oren.  First Thai lady to appear in the Girls Big 10, was Jittiwa Thanawitwilat, eighth. 

Then, in the Mixed under 16 division, the Antipodeans seized the moment, with New Zealander Ryan Amlehn, forging to the front ahead of Aussie Mark Spearman.  

The World Laser 4.7 Youth Championships, with 115 competitors from 26 countries, will conclude tomorrow and, if the strong southerlies continue, there may be a major shift in winning order, by the end of the day.

END QUOTE

VOICE FROM THE DEEP

All week I have been “hounding“ participants for stories (anecdotes) and e-mail contacts.  Alas only one response – but it is GREAT and reproduced herewith, from Bill Cooper, a wonderful  long-time friend of mine.  Although we have not actually seen each other, for years, his presence and conversations were like a voice “from the deep”. Bill is here with the Aussie team (his grand-daughter is competing).

QUOTE: 

I was delighted, upon visiting RVYC, to see that the Varuna boards contained the name of former Club Commodore and present publicity officer, Peter Cummins.

We were “rivals” from competing high schools in Hobart, Tasmania but it was the wonderful world of sailing, which started out life-long close friendship.

Our sailing – also as (friendly) rivals - was in the 12-ft Cadet Dinghy which is a totally-open dinghy, with three young crew, facing the hazards of Tasmanian waters.  Note, in those days, wet/dry suits were never heard of – we sailed in shorts and tee shirts.  The unfortunate main-sheet hand, spent the hours on the water, hiking out and bailing…bailing…bailing!

We both represented the state in national championships, driving that “diabolic” little dinghy (no decking; minimum buoyancy), to the limits.  One thing one learned as a youngster sailing in Tasmania: avoid a capsize at all cost…!

Now, the ongoing championship has initiated many new acquaintances, to be treasured  and, certainly, has capped the life-long friendship between Peter and myself – lasting more than 60 years.

Bill Cooper, is a former Commodore and a Life Member of the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania.  RYCT, situated on the beautiful  Derwent River, is one of Australia’s oldest and is world-famous – maybe not so much for Bill Cooper, Peter Cummins et al. - but as the “finishing line” for the annual Sydney-Hobart Blue Water Classic.

END QUOTE

I share Bill’s sentiments entirely.

Peter Cummins
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