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SUNDAY, 04 APRIL, 2010
Happy Easter for all those who follow the Christian calendar.  But, it will be racing as usual –with a big fiesta tonight, provided by our generous corporate sponsor, Minor Food Group.  There will be truck-loads of Pizza, with all kind of toppings imaginable , courtesy of the Pizza Company and enough Swenson’s Ice Cream to sink a fleet of Lasers.

Although Minor Food Group brands cater to all peoples world-wide, it is to the young, vigorous and active for whom these brands are  “household words” - The Pizza Company, Swensen’s, Sizzler, Dairy Queen, Burger King and The Coffee Club – and, thus, supporting this world event, concurs admirably with Minor’s image.
It is not the first time, either, that the Group sees the potential for developing marine sports in Thailand. Just two years ago, Minor hosted a similar event in Pattaya. – also a world championship for youngsters.  
Additionally, this time, many other companies have  joined Minor as sponsors of Thai youth sailing: Some of the more notable are: New Door, Marsh, Constant Wind, the PR Shop (quite an appropriate supporter, one could surmise), Chandler and Thong-ek, QBE Insurance, Dairy Queen and, certainly, not forgetting the constant and dedicated service of the Bangkok Hospital Pattaya, on standby, for many hours a day, to ensure that the young fleet is healthy.  
Further, many other individual sponsors have joined to support youth sailing in Thailand – and, especially, this great regatta.  The Ocean Marina Yacht Club, through Bill Gasson has joined as a “Gold Sponsor,” along with Anirut Posakrisna from the Yacht Racing Association of Thailand and former Thai Laser National champion Ralph Tye.
Bronze sponsors include eight members of the Chandler family, Alan Kessler, Craig Gordon, Mona Ramasoot (working diligently in the Regatta Office), Stephanie Everett, Simon Makinson (Royal Varuna Vice Commodore), Peter Johnson, Bruno Gaudet, Kledchai Benja-attornsirikul and Harold K. Vickery.
The Hobie Tiger Fleet (RVYC) has also made a considerable contribution, through some 18 of its members.
 Al Chandler and Royal Varuna Commodore, Kevin Whitcraft, have shared the expenses of bringing Senor  Rulo, one of the world’s foremost coaches, to come to Thailand for a month and train our youngsters.
If you read yesterday’s Laser Lites you may remember that  I requested some contact e-mail for your local media/press outlet, so I can send results, stories direct.  This still applies and, if possible, please leave a contact point at the office, addressed to the under-signed.  By the way, I quote from that request, with a slight correction:  Quote “I would also request you to submit anecdotes by e-mail to npcummins@hotmail.com or, in writing addressed to me (short, preferably humourous)…” Note:  The “short, preferably humourous” relates to your contribution – not to the editor of “Laser Lites”…!!!

So, as you all proceed to wolf down some excellent Pizza Company products and Swensen’s ice-cream tonight, please give a little thought to the extremely generous sponsors who are making this great regatta possible.

More “Laser Lites” tomorrow.

Peter Cummins

Editor
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